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BBC World News broadcasts debate on the global housing crisis 
 
Saturday August 1: with more people living in towns and cities than the 
countryside for the first time in human history, continuing mass migration from 
rural areas is now stoking a global housing crisis. The UN estimates that 
meeting the demand for adequate, affordable housing would need 4000 new 
houses being built every hour. And what will happen if we continue to ignore 
the crisis in our cities? ‘Housing the Future’, a new BBC World News debate 
produced by tve and broadcast on BBC World News this weekend, goes in 
search of answers.  
 
BBC World News broadcasts ‘Housing the Future’ at the following times:  
Saturday August 1, 0710 GMT, 1510 GMT, 1910 GMT 
  
Sunday August 2, 0010 GMT, 0710 GMT, 1510 GMT, 1910 GMT 
 
BBC World News broadcast times vary around the world. For details of 
transmissions in your region, check the BBC World News website. 
 
 
QUOTES 
 
“Every year the world creates roughly four Mumbais - a city of 20 million people. 
Every year the world has 80 million more people, and nearly all of them live in cities. 
If we don’t do anything about this, cities drown in poor people.” David Smith, 
Affordable Housing Institute 
 
 “We have to take a position that this is really an indictment of all of us... This is 
adequate shelters for all, so we need solutions and institutions which cater for 
various sections of society. This romantic idea of (solutions for) just the very bottom, 
that is not what this business is about.Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director, UN-Habitat 
 
 
The fall-out from the housing crisis is all too visible in developing countries 
where vast slums surround most major cities. Here, families improvise their 
own informal shelters, or slum landlords provide them – but at exorbitant 
rents. One billion people currently live in slums – and the figure is set to rise 
by a staggering 25 million a year.  
 
But it’s not just in the developing world - the global financial crash was 
triggered by the collapse of the high-risk mortgage market in the US. This led 
to mass evictions and home repossessions, with ‘tent cities’ springing up 
outside American major cities – a phenomenon not seen since the Depression 
of the 1930s. 

http://www.bbcworldnews.com/Pages/default.aspx


 
To debate the issues, strategies and solutions to the current crisis, journalist 
and BBC correspondent Lyse Doucet chairs a panel of distinguished experts: 
Somsook Boonyabancha, Secretary General of the Asian Coalition for 
Housing Rights; Garry Garrabrant, CEO of Equity International; Raquel 
Rolnik, Professor of Urban Planning in Sao Paulo, Brazil; David Smith 
from the Affordable Housing Institute, and Anna Tibaijuka, Executive 
Director of UN-Habitat, the UN Agency responsible for shelter. 
 
 
‘The World Debate: Housing the Future’  was supported by UN Habitat. 
 
 
Contacts: 
Brenda Kelly, executive producer, tve 
tel: +44 20 7901 8835; email: brenda.kelly@tve.org.uk 
     
Dina Junkermann, tve distribution manager,  
tel:  +44 20 7901 8834; email: dina.junkermann@tve.org.uk  
 
tve 
21 Elizabeth Street 
London SW1W 9RP 
United Kingdom 
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tve is a collective name for Television for the Environment and Television Trust for 
the Environment. Television for the Environment is a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in England and Wales (registered office 21 Elizabeth Street, London 
SW1W 9RP, company number 1811236) and a registered charity (charity number 
326585). Television Trust for the Environment is a registered charity (charity number 
326539). 
 


